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Will
By Bm-IE rENNELL
and MARK ROBINSON
Slaff fVrilers '' ", ! —

Robert Wndinan's stormy tenure
as Wilmington police chicf ejide'd
Monday when City Managar Mary
Gomto forced him to resign.

Neitlierwould s.iy w[iy.
But Chief Wadnian's thri*t» yvorn

in Wjimmgton tell a story of ,i man
wjth popular ideas about how to di5.

Si-ri:>^ < %IT

wjth popular ideas about how topo-
•Icce a cityhutone whounildn't load
a unified department.

Most city^ COUnciltnen lined up
Monday b€hiad the decision toget
ridof the chiefbut offer hima con
sulting denJ worthahnosl $26,000-

City Councilman Hamilton
.Hicks, like the five, other City
Council meinbers reached Mon-

' day,; said he stands behind Ms.'
Gortto's'actiun, which! followed a
lengthy review of morale problems

, in the Police Department. ' ' ;
• "There's obviously been some
leadership problems in the Police

. Departiiient," Mr. Hicks said. "It's
a paramilitary organization, and it

• needs some strong,v consistent
Icad^ahip Uiat's- apparently, been
missing. Her,very delibentc.re
view obviously";confirmed that" •'

• C^uncilmart J.D." Cailsey; iwho
criticized Ms. Gqmto recently for
taking so long to, conduct her're-
view of, the dcpai tjti<>nt, praised
her Monday for her thorouglmess.
He aaid her niethodical review
probably Jed to Chief Wadm.m's
forced resignation.

After meeling with Chief Wud-
man and his lawyerFriday and ag-
am Monday. Ms. Comto s-iid ihc .
chjcf resigned, but she would not

Robert Wadman ,

say what prompted the resignab'on.
Chief Wadman said he resided'

reluctantly Ms. Gomto's urging.' *
lie wouldn't say what reasons she
g.iva f{jr her request., ;
, He said he was prou^ ,'of the .

' work he's done in Wilmin^oiL
^"I think the worldo£the comimi-! '

i It's a great place,to livie '̂ and'
• there ^•e.v\'bhdcrful4»eop]e Jiere,"
;he said; "It's just a sfi^c*that it'
; didn't work but." > A ! • •

^ ^ Urseonc-senCence rftsigna-
^lion letfp-r, the chief said hig w?par- •
tare will be effective Aug. 12. \

He will, however, be given a
•consultant's contract for one

niOMih, through Sept. 12. and be
paid $4,909, the n)a*injnm the city
malinger is authorized to spend
^ '̂ithout the council's approval.

Mb. Gornto said she will ask the
council July 19 to extend the con

tract for an additional four months
at ^,241 a month. The consult
ant's fee is equivalent to /iv«
months of Chief Wadman's annua
salary, she said. He makes $62,31S

I a year.
Asked why the city would p.iy

the chief ns a consull^int after h<^
_ resigned, Ms. Gornto said she

thinJ(s it in the city's best interest.
Ms. Gomto s.iid rhe chief is on

sick leave and under a doctor'.<»
caie, nnd she is nyi sure if he will
return to work before Aug. 12.

The chief said his medical'prnb-
lems — injuries from a June 25

• auto accident in Kans.is Ci'ty, Mo,
:— havenothing to dowith hisres
ignation.

Maj. Ricky Simpson,who willbe
• acting chief, met with supervisors^

at the department Mund.iy after- '
. noon to iniorm them of the chiefs
, resignation, which didnot Qome as
;a surprisi-• He said the .officers had;^
been expecting something to hap:^

•pen for sbm«* time, especially nftpr
Friday. when.the chiefand hislaw. "

. yer met with the city managerand
- city.attomey..

. Though the chief Is leaving, the •
cnmmuniiy.pqliLing p'rograhi he

rStarted in ;Wilm!ngion will conlin*
Ue, city^fficials said. Maj. Simpson

• s^d the officers and the commu
nity like community policinB»
wlurh he called tlie way of the fa-
•ture. \

Eve^ City Council member
reached Monday said Community
policing should continue in Wil-
mmgtOT. Mayoi Don Beta said the
city look for a new chief wiUi
experience in the approach, which
encourages a partnership between

/^fose ygc'LHIKIr



ppUc^ ahd'cittf ttil
in.the city's black 7 t6,behcfit:.:ever, , -,

- 'TlisVjiufe'Sirasasiia^ nfelghborhoods..,which had a more-." Chief,
Mr,Bctz.Whohasbwn 6nec)rthe antagonlstlcrrelationBhiip with Ihe-. McGuinncsB. the PBA> attorafiy.j
chiefs iDOst consistent sup^rt^s. wV Police .Department before Chief 'tWe thii^
"Hisdiredion, hisfoijcsight, bring-;:'-.Wadm '̂fi. ^val.- .

•iinff'in'the neijzhborhood base'ste-iv..'-. •The Rev. Keith Wiley, preeu

1"V^:me •program•was^popuiar,. yam :/i
;. the• coiiiniunity. fe.spccially m,.'
; somfe of the poor-black' neighbor-
I ho<^B that saw its direct results-

ChiefWadwan placed mobile police
' stations in those neighborhoods in

an effort to build rapport between
officers and the community. The
increased police presence also
served as a deterrent to crime. .

Much of the chicfs support in
the community camefromthose he
hadenergizedto fightcrime neigh
borhood by neighborhood.
• 5They said Fridaytiiat Uiey were
sorry to see him go.'

"I didn't know him personally
that well, but he had some good
programs," said John Bastin, who

• volunteers six houirs a week at a
neighborhood base station on Prin-
cegaPlaceDrive.He's alsoa volun:
teer withthe Handirapped Parking .
Task Force,, which is empowered
to give tickets to ca'ra parked m

• handicapped parking spaces. .
• ' "He 'wasr trying to work in the
community a lot, which I thought
was a good idea/' Mr. Bastm said.

Arnold Bryant helped orgjinlze. a
communiLy watch program in his
neighborhood, Dry Pond, under the
chiefs watch. • . ..„
. He too thipks the chiefs pro-

•'grams'worki^ iii city ncighbor-
>hoodS..= ^ : •••.; , • •• •

He reallyenlightened people as

view of.'the department, praised
her Monday for her thoroughness.
He said her methodical review
probably led to Chief Wariman's
forced resignalitm.

After meeting with Chief Wad-
man and his lawyer Friday arid ag
ain Monday, Ms. Gomto said the
chief resigned, but she would not

WIC VieiVJ%

and that .was very helpful," Rev.
Wiley said."I thinkthe community
poUcing program that he initiated
rcduced crime in .<«^me black neigh
borhoods. because he got the com
munity involved."
• He acknowledged, though, that

internal problems had hurt the
chiefs standing in the Police De
partment

"It may be in the best interestof
him and his family that he resign,"
Rev. Wiley said. . , . j

Chief Wadnian was criticizcd
throughout his tenure for his han
dling of disciplinary matters. In
AprU 1903, then-Acting City Man
ager Howard Wood suspended the
chief for letting his persona! feel
ings interfere in an investigation

. into officers' conduct
His critics seized on these pro^

lems and some begancallingfor his
resignation. Last year, the City
Council even explored the pos-
siblity of merging the police and
sherifiTs departments — a move
tliat would have eliminated the
chicfs job.

A year later, the chief has few
outspoken backers on the council.
Mayor BeUand Councilman Lauia

Ms. Moore "did not respond ;to.:
telephone messages Monday.^ .

Othercoiiricilmen weresatisfied;;
wth Ms. Goroto's decision. ; -.

"I think what has transpired to
day is going to be the best foe.,
everybody concerned," Council
man Charlie Rivenbark said. "Ap;_
patently so does Chief Wadman. •*

Plans have not been made to re
place Chief Wadman. but Mr.
Causey said Mondaythat the coun- .
ciJ should look for a new chief fircJr^;'
within the department.

"There is no tremendous ur
gency with someone as capable as
Maj, Simpson" in charge. Mr.
Causey said. Maj. Simpson "is cer
tainly someone who, unquestiona
bly, should beconsidered, hesaid.

• Maj. Simpson servedas acting po;;.
lice chicf DeforeChief Wadman
hired. . • . * '

Hiringa new police chief vrill be_
upto the City CouncU, Ms. Gomtb
said,adding that there are noplms
to begin the process. r.;7

Ms. Gornto, Mr. Causey and
other city officials said they have,
not renewed talks about last year s
proposal to merge the police and

ffifwere thn "f think wc,Sf c™uct7d Mon&y.wh, «id |u.ve
theydisappointedttathere-.. Uve Pohce

lerse one-sentence r^gira-.niLy like comniuuitjr policing.
the chicf said his dlimar-

ture wiirbe effective Aug. 12. ^
He wilt, however, be given a

consultant's contract for one
month, through Sept 12, and be
paW $4,91)9, tho maximum Ihe r.ily
ninnnger is authori;!ed to spend
without the council's approval.

Ms. Gomto said she will ask the
council July 19 to extend the con-

which he called the ^y, of the fu
tiire: V s

.Eveily -City Council .member
reached Monday said cotnmuniCy
policing should continue in Wil-.
minglim.Mayor Don Betz said,the
city vfII look for a new chief with
expenence in the approach, which
encourages a partnership between



parbnent in 'the. coinitiumty..>'We

;i»i]ks,rhe
raiwiizii&onioodsr >

1'•••;: have •cadence tHat th®: dep^-;
f < ^^2-iJLz' u-M tfMAftt ta AftAn antl rmn'nnniiivB.'^ i .N

. by ChiefWa^m '̂s ^nume nature.
." Some Wjlmirigton police officers
were reluctant to talk.about the

Officer Bill Rodenberg. "He
seeme^ like he'd listen to you. He.
seemed veiy firiendly — very,'out
going.*'

Detective Pat Pndgen apparent-
*lywas pleased the search (or a chief
•'is over. ;•: •• •.. . »•, >

Chief Wadnm ''iheets all ,the
qualificaiion'sl We'needa new chief.
It's lime to get moving," he said.

Officer Nfatt Hii^n^said. "He
seems to be •weD-veri^ed. in ideas.
related to cohmunlty improvement
— ideas that eirfbixement alone are
inadequate.". ^ - i;/

how they would improve the de
partment's relationship with themi
nority community. Then each coun
cil member wfis allowed to ask his

Dressed iii,a,dH>rt^ giy,8uit

•Wadm^ told, the, council that; he
would be Committed to the conutiu-

. nity. WiJniington would serve as the

of his.appointment

6eam^ and ready tp'.gp to work.
' **I want to ni^l people in the de
partment and the community."

.new chief. Others had met hta only ^ pWef Wa^wn s^d./'There isa fot
In paesbig! ' '. v ^*? Ti' •• j >J"®* to be done."
. "He was vciy articulate," sai4 '' ' WadmAn wasChief Wadman was expiwied to

perform his first unofBc^ iact as
chiefTuesday night. He was sched
uled to "attend a National M^t Out
rally with the City Council, resi-

' dents and community leaders at
• Ebeneeaer Baptist Church. The ac

tivity, part of a nationwide demon
stration against crime and iUegal
drugs» included a march to the
Creclwoort community.

Chief Wadman.' a native of San
;[Mego, has been c^efofthe Aurora
'd'epartniiMt since'1989...

' He is a 1970graduate of Bri^iam
Young University, having received

;^,a.ba^elor ofscienfife.degree inlaw

recdv6d a mister's degree inpubfe
adminlstratJon in 1975, . •

Prior to workingin Aurora, Chief
Wadman seiVed as chief of the
Omaha, Neb., department (^m

. Staff writer Ross ChandUr^ cok'
' tiibutSid to tkv report.


